














Fl

32

RST PERSON

Patrick Basalirwa was admitted to the

electrical installation program at Elgon
Technical Institute (now Uganda Technical
College-Elgon), where I am a lecturer. 1
was happy to meet Patrick because he
shared my Adventist faith. We became
good friends. Every Sabbath, we would
travel to the local church, whose members
nicknamed us “Timothy and Paul.” A few
weeks after the beginning of school, the
Ugandan government declared 27 religious
groups banned, including the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Of course, Patrick and 1
were very saddened by this news, but we
continued worshiping the Lord on His day.

At the close of the first school term,
Patrick learned that he had ranked second
out of the 54 students in his class. This
good news was overshadowed by the
government’s declaration that Friday was
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to be observed as a holiday and Saturday
was now (o be a workday. Friday lectures
were moved to Saturdays and I was
informed that I would have to work from
8:00 to 10:00 Saturday momings, after
which I would be free to do as I pleased. I
could do nothing more than pray for a
solution to this difficult problem. In the

meantime, I continued attending church
and faithfully recorded my absences in the
duty master’s report book: “I did not attend
as a duty master on Saturday because I
went to church as is ordered by the fourth
commandment.”

During the school holiday, a colleague
and former classmate of mine who taught
mathematics and engineering science at the
institute did not report to work for several
days. Since he was an active member of
the Native Anglican Church and I of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, my
colleague had been christened “the
deacon” and I *“the archbishop.” Part of the
mystery was cleared up when the director
received my friend’s letter of resignation,
The director called me into his office and
asked me what else | knew about “the
deacon.” I replied that I knew nothing
more than he did.

“I suspect you will be the next one (o
leave us,” he added, “if you refuse to
lecture on Saturdays.”

“I have been recording my absences,”
I replied, “and I am willing to leave today
if I am forced to lecture on the Sabbath.”

The director hastily assured me that
the school could not afford to lose another
instructor, and thus my work schedule was
rearranged. I praised God for His goodness
to me.

When Patrick returned to school in
January 1978, we discussed the effect of
the government’s decrees. Patrick told me
that he had determined not to attend any
Saturday classes, regardless of the
consequences. I congratulated him, but
warned him that his decision would not be
an easy one to maintain. Two of Patrick’s
final exams that semester fell on Satur-
days. He notified his teachers of his
planned absences and did not take the
exams. Upon returning for the third term,
however, Patrick learned that he had
placed ninth out of his 52 classmales,
despite having missed two of his final
exams. Even more surprisingly, there was
no indication on his report form that he had
failed to take any of the final exams. We
praised God.

During the summer term, the school
administration realized Patrick was not
attending his Saturday classes. He was
summoned to appear before his teacher,
the director, and several other administra-
tors. The director began by asking Patrick
to explain why he refused to attend classes
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on Saturday, adding, *The government has
decreed Saturday to be a workday. Your
religion has been banned!”

Patrick replied, “Isn’t our nation’s
motto ‘For God and My Country'? I'm
somy, sir, I really cannot in good con-
science attend, for God has commanded
otherwise.”

His teacher then suggested that Patrick
suspend his Sabbath observance until after
completing his studies. Again, Patrick beld
his ground and stated that this was
impossible. The meeting was adjourned.
Patrick continued to observe the Sabbath
despite continued pressure from the
administration.

One Saturday, when Patrick and I had
gone to church, Patrick’s father met with
the school’s director, The director ex-
plained the situation to Patrick’s father.

“We have tried to reason with your
son,” he said, “but he will not listen. 'm
sure you're aware that if he is caught
worshiping at his church, he’]l be auto-
matically imprisoned. We cannot allow
him to remain here while he insists on
worshiping on Saturday.”

Upon hearing this, Patrick’s father
became angry. “Of course I know he could
go to jail! My son doesn’t listen to me
either!” he shouted. “You can tell my
good-for-nothing son that as soon as he
gets home for his vacation, 'l lock him
vp until he changes his mind?”’

At the end of the term, Patrick was
told not to return to the Technical Institute
unless he attended Saturday classes, At
home, he faced constant pressure to give
in, but he held firm. Despite the letter of
dismissal, he returned to school in the fall.

During the first few days of school, he
met another Adventist student, Samuel
Gamutambuli. During the opening
assemnbly, as if directing his remarks to the
three Sabbathkeepers in the audience, the
director emphasized the importance of
attending classes on Saturday. After the
assembly, Samuel and Patrick came to my
house, We talked, prayed, and resolved to
follow the example of Danie! and his
companions by standing firm.

Patrick also became friends with
another student, Ndawula Semet. Ndawula
attempted to dissuade his new friend from
his course of action regarding the Sabbath,
but failed. Because Patrick continued to
disregard the letter he had been sent, he
was dismissed from the institute only two
weeks after the term had begun.

Shortly after Patrick's dismissal,
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Samuel was called before the director and
other administrators. After being ques-
tioned, Samuel testified that working on a
Saturday would be like going to a work-
shop with neither overalls or a pair of
shoes on: simply unthinkable. The director
sent him out with the instructions to
consider his decision very carefully. After
Samuel left the room, I was summoned by
the director, who asked me what I advised
him to do about Samuel—"another young
man who shares your faith.”

“The Sabbath was established by
God,” [ stated. “Tt is our responsibility to
observe it, sit.”

“You haven’t helped me at all,” the
director said, and he dismissed me.

In a final attempt to resolve the
problem, Samuel was called back to the
director’s office, where he was asked what
he had decided. Again Samuel declared
that it was impossible for him to attend
Saturday classes. Hoping to bring some
familial influence to bear on Samuel, the
director asked him to whom he was closely
related. Samuel mentioned Stephen
Kakidi, a church member and an employee
of the Uganda Electricity Board. The
director telephoned him, hoping that his
relative would persuade the stubborn
student. Stephen told the principal that ke
himself did not appear for work on the
Sabbath because it was the Lord’s day.
The exasperated director hung up the
phone and expelled Samuel.

The expulsion of Patrick and Samuel
created quite a stir among the institute
faculty. They calculated that “the arch-
bishop,” that is I, would be the next one to
go. However, God's plans did not include
my dismissal. In an unexpected develop-
ment, a new government speecily replaced
the former oppressive regime, The
workweek assumed its previous Monday-
Friday configuration and, happily, the ban
on religions organizations was lifted.

The principal approached me shortly
thereafter and observed, “Someone told me

that you people knew how to pray, but I
didn’t know that it inchuded the overthrow-
ing of a government!” He added, “Please
contact Patrick Basalirwa and Samuel
Gamutambuli and tell them to return to the
institute.”” You can be sure that [ happily
did so!

Ilearned that Patrick and Samuel were
working at the Buwenge Seventh-day
Adventist Primary School, and they were
overjoyed to retumn to school. Patrick
completed his electrical installation
program and joined the Bugema Adventist
College staff. Samuel worked in the
industrial sector in Jinja upon completing
his advanced craft courses.

‘When Patrick returned to the technical
college to continue his studies, he was
again confronted by the specter of Sabbath
examinations, but again was victorious
with God’s help and the support of the
members of the Nampanga Seventh-day
Adventist church who fasted and prayed
during his trying times. I am happy to say
that Ndawula, the schoolmate who had
tried to convince Patrick to disregard the
Sabbath, became convinced of the need to
obey God in everything and was baptized
during an evangelistic crusade in 1989.

Looking back, we see God as our
sovereign Lord, for He knows no failure, It
is really an honer to be on His side and to
experience the true joy of putting Christ
first in school, in work, and in everything, O

John 1. Washagi Masolo is a lecturer and an
examination secretary at Uganda Technical College
in Eigon, Uganda. He alvo serves as regional
coordinator of the Seventh-day Adventist Welfare
Association (SEDAWA) in the Eastern Uganda
Field.
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INTERCHANGE

eaders interested in establishing

chtespondcnce with Adventist
lege and university students or
professionals in other parts of the world.

Atolagbe Ablodun 0.: 29; male;
single; completed a degree in Electrical
Engineering; interests: camping, msking new
friends, travel, faith sharing, classical and
religious music, inventions; commespordence in
English. Address: Rivers Conference Box 111;
Port Harcourt, Rivers State; NEGERIA.

Kathy Alarcén D.: 24; female; single;
teacher of Biology and Chemistry in an
Adventist secondary school; interests: bicycling,
handball, collecting stamps and postcards;
correspondence in English, Portuguese, or
Spanish. Address: Raymondi 342; Pucallps;
PERU.

Liliboth Echavex: 20; female; single;
studying toward a degree in Elementary
Education; hobbies: typing, collecting coins,
traveling, watching video tapes; correspondence
in English or Filipino. Address: Mountain View
College: 8700 Malaybalay, Bukidnon; PHILIP-
PINES.

Juan Tenorie Ensenyat: 27; male;
completed law degree, planning to stedy
Theology; interests: velleyball, indoor football,
classical music, organizing cultural events;
comespondence in Spanish. Address: C. Juan
Carlos I, 103; 07150 Andraitx, Mallorca;
SPAIN.

Jo Lorralne Fisher: 23; female; single;
secretary in the South England Conference of
Sevenib-day Adventists; hobbies: reading,
wriling, poetry, drama, music, badminton,
working with youth; correspondence in English.
Address: 10 Sheepcot Drive; Garston, Watford,
Herts.; WD1 1PY ENGLAND.

Jorge Alberto Gémez 17; male;
single; completing high school; interests:
swinuning, reading, video, volley-ball, basket-
ball, church activities; correspondence in
Spanish. Address: Calle 16 de Agosto No. 22;
Caiafistol, Bani; DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.

Christine Goulet: 24; female; single;
completed a master’s degree in Audiclogy:
hobbies: ocking and wriling, enjoys sports and
owtdoor activities, likes horses and dogs;
carrespondence in English. Address: 1024
Leycester Dr.; Baton Rouge, LA 70808; U.S.A.

Edson €. S. Janior: 20; male; single,
studying toward a degree in Business Adminis-
tration; interests: singing, journalism, sports,
travel, history, theology; correspondence in
English, Portuguese, or Spanish. Address: Caixa
Postal 255; CEP 35100 Govemnador Valadares.
M.G.. BRAZIL.

Elijah Dennls Kewah: i7; male; a
junior in high school; hobbies: football, bicycle
riding, stamp collecting; correspondence in
English. Address: P.O. Box 26; Soronuasi -
Kiniampo; GHANA,

Maran Athar Lazaro: 19; female;
single; studying toward a degree in Secretarial
Science at Tanzania Adventist Seminary and
College; interests: listening to religious music,
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sports, singing, playing the guitar, reading the
Bible; correspondence in English. Address:
T.A.S.C.; P.O. Box 7, Usa River; Arusha;
TANZANIA.

Gialilee Boylos Mahinay: 19; female;
single; studying at the University of Cebu
toward a B.S. in Commerce with a major in
Accounting; hobbies: reading, wriling, cooking,
travel; correspondence in English. Address:
3733 Bulacao, Talisay, Cebu City; PHILIP-
PINES,

Mensah K. Marcus Mawunyega:
19; male; single; G.C.E. Advanced level,
Business course; hobbies: music, football, lawn
tennis, swimming, exchange of ideas and
photographs; correspondence in English.
Address: Labone Secondary School; P.O. Bex
079, Usu, Accra; GHANA.

Héctor W. Mestre! male; interested in
making new friends through cotrespondence on
Christian experiences and missionary work in
other parts of the world; correspondence in
Spanish. Address: Donato Médmmol 74; Gibara,
Holguin; CUBA 82100,

loana Mocanuw 24; female; single;
studying toward a degree in Nursing; interests:
making friends, travel, poems and literature;
cormrespondence in English, French, or Roma-
nian. Address: Str. Margeanului Nr. 14, BL.
M350; Op. 8, Sc. 1, Sector 5; 76463 Bucuresti;
ROMANIA.

Laura Grisel Monterroso: 19;
female; single; studying toward a degree in
Business Administration; interests: exchanging
postcards, making new friends, cemping, sharing
faith, lzarning new languages; correspondence in
Spanish, English, or Italian. Address: Cérdoba
445; C.P. 1653 Villa Ballester, Prov. Buenos
Afres; ARGENTINA.

Roselyne K. Obuya: 23; female;
single; of Kenyan nationality; completing a
baccalaureate degree in India; inlerests: arts,
flowers, photography, waiching sporis;
correspondence in English. Address: M-87
Nandanagar; 452008 Indore; INDIA.

Judy Lou V. Quizon: 18; female;
single; studying toward a B.S. in Biology,
hobbies: skating, biking, gymnastics, singing,
playing the piano; correspondence in English or
Filipino. Address: Mountain View College;
8700 Malaybalay, Bukidnon; PHILIPPINES.

Marlow Jane Quizon: 20, female;
single; studying toward a degree in Elementary
Education; hobbies: making new friends,
singing, reading, cooking, playing the piano,
gardening, collecting stamps and flowers;
correspondence in English or Filipine. Address:
Mountain View College; 8700 Malaybalay,
Bukidnon; PHILIPPINES.

José Romero Velazco: 36; male;
married; completed advanced degree in English
language; hobbies: cycling, classical music,
films, sharing faith; correspondence in English
or Spanish. Address: C. Frederic Mistral, No. 6,
lo. Derecha; 07006 Palma de Mallorca; SPAIN.

Elionay Sinchez Reséndiz 23;
male; single; completed degree in Theology at
Universidad de Montemorelos: serving as
missionary in Sierra Tarahumara, Chibuahua;

interests: making new friends, stamp collecting,
music, basketball, camping, poetry; correspon-
dence in Spanish. Address: Calle Maclovio
Herrera No. 105; Col. Centro; Guachochi,
Chihvahua; MEXICO.,

Isabel Sinchoz Rodonas: 22;
female; single; studying Medicine at the
University of Zaragoza; interests: making new
friends, travel, camping; comespondence in
Spanish or English. Address: C. Camilo José
Cela, No. 6; 07014 Palma de Mallorca; SPAIN.

Shanti Sooewarsa: female; studying
toward a degree in Nursing at the Academy in
Cikinis Hospital; interests: reading, helping
people; correspondence in English. Address: J1.
Renuyung H 60/27; KPAD Cibubur; Jakaria,
Timur; 13720 INDONESIA.

Yuwak Tauwe 21; male; single; studying
toward a degree in Commerce and Management;
hobbies: playing rugby-touch, story telling,
iravel; correspondence in English. Address:
Stevens Hall R1251, Lincoln University; P. Box
133; Canterbury; NEW ZEALAND.

Lisa Tooby: 28, female; single;
registered nurse and senior medical student;
interests: bushwalking, reading, art, travel, Bible
study; correspondence in English or French.
Address: 46 Wimbledon Grove; Kotara, N.S.A.
2289; AUSTRALIA.

Coly Trindade: 28; female; teacher,
with a degree in Educational Psychology;
interests: making new friends; exchanging music
scores for vocal groups or piano; correspondence
in Portuguese. Address: Rua Padre Bento 261 -
Jardim Carolina, Caiuby; CEP 08580-320
Itaquaquecetuba, Sao Panlo, BRAZIL.

Vorlyn Roy Villagor: 18; male; single;
studying Theology; hobbies: making new
friends, playing the saxophone and piano, oil
painting, nature walks, missiobary work:
comespondence in English or Filipino. Address:
Mountain View College; 8700 Malaybalay,
Bukidnon; PHILIPPINES.

Moses Kihingu Wamai: 17; male;
studying toward the “0" level in high school;
hobbies: hiking, foreign languages {especially
French), electronics, gospel music, faith sharing;
comrespondence in Englisk, French, or Kiswahili,
Address: Menengai High School; P.0O. Box 37,
Nakuru; KENYA.

Nida Yubal: 25; female; single; in
govemment service, with a B.S. in Education;
hobbies: reading, cooking, dressmaking;
correspondence in English. Address:
Calumpang, Naval 6543; Province of Biliran;
PHILIPPINES.

If you wish to be lisied here, send us your
name and postal address, indicating your age,
sex, marital status, field of studies or profes-
sional degree, hobbies or interests, and
language(s) in which you would like to corre-
spond, Address your letter to: Dialogue
Interchange: 12501 Old Columbia Fike; Silver
Spring, MD 20904-6600; U.S.A. Please write
clearly. The journal cannot assume responsibil-
ity for the accuracy of the information submitted
nor for the content of the correspondence that
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