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While each chapter tell s tile story of Adventism in a specific 
area or country, th e chapters are somewhal uneven in content and 
style. This is to be expected fTOm aulhors as diverse as a Korean 
history professor and a retired pastor in Myanmar (Burma). In his 
usually entertaining style, editor Fernandez notes Ihat "it is nor­
mally not easy under sucb circumstances to find lcalher strong 
enough to bind Ihe separate elements of Ihe book togelher into a 
homogeneous whole" (p. 6). Unity is achieved, however, in Ihe 
purpose of Ihe book: to "remind us of Ihe Lord of history and His 
leading in Asia during Ihe last one hundred years" (p. 7). 

Sources for Ihe history of Adventism in Ihe FED range from 
recollections of pioneers to Ihe latest slatistical repons. Committee 
minules and repons prinled in denominational papers, bolh local 
and international, also appear in Ihe reference notes. Minor prob­
lems mar Ule book. Some typesetting details (lhe book wa, 
computer sci) should have been correcled. Furlher research, 
precluded by time strictures, might give a more precise picture of 
Ule past. In spite of til ese !laws, til e message is clear. In his conclu­
sion, Fernandez noles Ihe "bone-fallening repoo" of 
"record-breaking levels of church growlh." But be also points to Ule 
"mill ions of still unreached peoples of Asia" and prays Ihat "lhe 
God of Abrnm LaRue [will] fi ll your heao wilh a sense of urgency 
for Ule speedy fini shing of His work" (p. 335). 

1110se inlerested in tracing God's merciful care and powerful 
acts-young or old, Asian or Western-will find in Ihis volume 
evidence of God's leading as Ule light of truUI dawned over Asia. 

Nall cy Jean Vyilmeister (&/.0 .. A,uJrews University) teaches nll:rsion and 
New Testament, ami ediu' Andrews University Seminary Studies at the SevcnliI­
lU1Y AdvclIl ,:\' ( Theological Semilltlly in Berrien Springs. MichigaJl, U.S.A. She has 
(wlhored a lex/book/or biblical Greek ill Spanish will Handbook for �R�e�.�.�~�e�a�r�c�h�:� 

Guidelines for 111CO]ogy Sludcllt s, ill Srxmish tltuJ English. 
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The Creationists: The 
Evolution of Scientific 
Creationism, by Ronald L 
Numbers (New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf, 1992; 458 pp.; hardback). 

REVIEWED BY GARY L,\''ID. 

Well-known to Adventist 
scholars because of his previous work 
addressing botil El len White lUld Ule 
Mi ll erite �m�o�v�e�m�e�n�~� Ronald L. 
Numlx!rs in The Creationists com­

bines his inlerest in reli gious and scientifi c history. He also brings 
impressivc credenti als to his subject, currcntly serving as professor 
of Ule history of science and medicine atlhe Universily of Wiscon­
sin �~�U�l�d� a<; editor of Isis, thc rnajor journal in tll C history of science. 

Numbers argues that modcm scientific creationism arose in 
Ule 20UI cenlury, largely Ulrough Ihe infl uence of til e Sevenlb-day 
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Adventist writer George McCready Price, who in tum received 
inspiration from Ellen G. White. Beginning wilh his fIrst published 
work in 1902, Price rejecled til e day-age Iheories accepted by most 
191b-<:entury conservati ve Protestants in favor of a "literal" reading 
of Genesis, whicb placed Ihe age of Ihe Eanb al abou16,ooo years 
ago and regarded Noah's flood as the key event in geological history. 

AJlhough Price's " flood geology" bad littie influence outside 
AdventistlUld Missouri Synod Lulheran circles during Ihe 1920s 10 
Ihe 19405, it provided tile Iheoretical framework for J obn C. 
Whitcomb and Henry M. Morris's The Genesis Flood, published in 
1961 and evenlually selli ng more ilIan 200,000 copies. Tapping a 
responsive chord, tilis work lUld i ts aulhors stimulated Ule contempo­
rary "creation science" movement.. with its institu tes, journal s, 
textbooks, and efforts to innuence publi c edueation. 

In telling Ihis story, Numbers describes Ihe colorful if not 
always respeclable chamcters who have peopled Ihe creationist 
movement. He analyzes in considerable detail tlle various schools of 
thought thai have emerged within tlle movement and the conflict 
between them. Sevenlh-day Adventist readers will be particularly 
inleresled in Ule importanl role Iheir fellow church members have 
played inlhese controversies. In addition 10 Price, sucb individuals 
as Harold W. Clark, Frank L. Marsh, and Richard RiUand, as well as 
Ule Geoscience Research Instilule (GRI) figure significanUy in Ihese 
pages. Of particular interest is Price's �a�t�~�,�c�k� on Clark for his 
"ecological zonation" tileory llild Ihe split wiUlin GRl during Ihe late 
19605 and early 1970s over boUI til e dating ofEartlI history and Ule 
purpose of tile instilute. Clearly, neiUler scientific cre.,tionism in 
general nor Adventist creationism in panicular have been unified 
movements. 

Among tile interesting elemenls tilat emerge from dtis history 
is ule fact tl13t mosl of the creationist scienti sts are either biologists 
or engineers; not until lhe laiC 1970s did a creHtionist oblain a PbD. 
in geology WiUI his failh inlHct. It is also apparent ilIat mainlenance 
of a young Eanh view is difficult, for many who held Ihis view early 
in tlleic professional careers moved to more liberal positions later in 
li fe. 1. Lawrence Kulp is probably Ihe most imponant example of 
Uli s shift. Finally, il is obvious tilHt vioually no one inlhe movement 
Hdopted Rood geology because of scientifi c evidence. Rather, Ihey 
sought to interprel scientili c evidence wiUlin ti le framework of their 
reli gious failb and adopted Flood geology because it fit tileir 
assumptions. 

AJUlOUgh Numbers tells 11' Umt be is llil agnostic on Ibe question 
of origins, he deals bolh I)lir ly and sympalhctically wilh his material. 
Extensively researched llild engagingly wri tten, The Creationists is 
necessary reading for anyone wiShing to understand contemporary 
popular American Christianity as well as tile ongoing discussion of 
science and religion witllin Adventism. As Numbers concludes, the 
very existence of the creationist movement challenges modem 
ru;swnptio ns regarding the inevitable secularizc:'1tion of our culture. 

Gary UUld (Ph.D., Ulli ver.\·;ty njCalijomia, Sanfa Barbara) is chairman of 
the History Depm1mcill at Alulr ew5 University. He has edited Adventism in 
Am e.rica (Eerdmam. 1986) wu/ll lc Wor ld of Ellen G. Whi tc (Review aliil Herald, 
1987), alld Pllhli.fhed st"veraJ al1ic/es in professiu1Ial joumafs. 
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I t was early in September 1977 when 
Patrick Basalirwa was admiued to the 
electrical installation program at Elgon 

Technical Institute (now Uganda Technical 
College-Elgon), where I am a lecturer. I 
was happy to meet Patrick because he 
shared my Adventist faith. We became 
good friends. Every Sabbath, we would 
travel to the local church, whose members 
nicknamed us "Timothy and Paul." A few 
weeks after the beginning of school, the 
Ugandan government declared 27 religious 
groups banned, including the Seventh-day 
Adventist Cburch. Of course, Patrick and I 
were very saddened by this news, but we 
continued worShiping the Lord on His day. 

At the close of Ole flrst school tenn, 
Patrick learned Olat he had ranked second 
out of Ole 54 students in his class. This 
good news was overshadowed by the 
government's declaration that Friday was 

Your Religion 
Has Been 
Banned! 

by 
John 1. 
Washagi 
Masolo 

to be observed as a holiday and Saturday 
was now to be a workday. Friday lectures 
were moved to Saturdays and I was 
informed Omtl would have to work from 
8:00 to 10:00 Saturday mornings, after 
which I would be free to do as I pleased. I 
could do noOling more Olan pray for a 
solution to Ulis difficult problem. In the 

meantime, I continued attending church 
and faithfully recorded my absences in the 
duty master's report book: "I did not attend 
as a duty master on Saturday because I 
went 10 church as is ordered by the fourth 
commandment." 

During the school holiday, a colleague 
and former classmate of mine who taught 
mathematics and engineering science at the 
institute did not report to work for several 
days. Since he was an active member of 
the Native Anglican Church and I of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, my 
colleague had been christened "the 
deacon" and I "the archbishop." Pan of the 
mystery was cleared up when the director 
received my friend's letter of resignation. 
The director called me into his office and 
asked me what else I knew about "Ole 
deacon." I replied that I knew nothing 
more than he did. 

"I suspect you will be Ole next one to 
leave us," he added, "if you refuse to 
lecture on Saturdays." 

"I have been recording my absences," 
I replied, "and I mn willing to leave today 
if I am forced to lecture on Ole Sabbath." 

The director hastily assured me Ulat 
the school could not afford to lose another 
instructor, and tbus my work schedule was 
rearranged. I praised God for His goodness 
lOme. 

When Patrick returned to school in 
January 1978, we discussed Ule effect of 
the government's decrees. Patrick told me 
that he had determined not to attend any 
Saturday classes, regardless of the 
consequences. I congratulated him, but 
warned him that his decision would not be 
an easy one to maintain. Two of Patrick's 
flnal exams that semester fell on Satur­
days. He notified his teachers of his 
planned absences and did not ~'lke the 
exams. Upon returning for the third term, 
however, Patrick learned Umt he had 
placed ninth out of his 52 classmates, 
despite having missed two of bis final 
exams. Even more surprisingly, there was 
no indication on his report form that be had 
failed to take any of Ule flnal exams. We 
praised God. 

During the summer tenn, the school 
administration realized Patrick was not 
attending his Saturday classes. He was 
summoned to appear before his teacher, 
the director, and several other administra­
tors. The director began by asking Patrick 
to explain why he refused to auend classes 
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on Saturday, adding, ''The government has 
decreed Saturday to be a workday. Your 
religion has been banned!" 

Patrick replied, "Isn't our nation's 
motto 'For God and My Country'? I'm 
sorry, sir, I really cannot in good con­
science attend, for God has commanded 
otherwise." 

His teacher then suggested that Patrick 
suspend his Sabbath observance until after 
completing his studies. Again, Patrick held 
his ground and stated that this was 
impossible. The meeting was adjourned. 
Patrick continued to observe the Sabbath 
despite continued pressure from the 
administration. 

One Saturday, when Patrick and I had 
gone to church, Patrick's father met with 
the school's director. The director ex­
plained the situation to Patrick's father. 

"We have tried to reason with your 
son," he said, "but he will not listen. I'm 
sure you're aware that if he is caught 
worshiping at his church, he'll be auto­
matically imprisoned. We cannot allow 
him to remain here while he insists on 
worshiping on Saturday." 

Upon hearing this, Patrick's father 
became angry. "Of course I know he could 
go to jail! My son doesn't listen to me 
either!" he shouted. "You can tell my 
good-for-nothing son that as soon as he 
gets home for his vacation, I'IT lock him 
up until he changes his mind!" 

At the end of the term, Patrick was 
told not to return to the Technical Institute 
unless he attended Saturday classes. At 
home, he faced constant pressure to give 
in, but he held fIrm. Despite the letter of 
dismissal, he returned to school in the fall. 

During the first few days of school, he 
met another Adventist student, Samuel 
Gamutanlbuli. During the opening 
assembly, as if directing his remarks to the 
three Sabbatbkeepers in the audience, the 
director emphasized the importance of 
attending classes on Saturday. After the 
assembly, Samuel and Patrick came to my 
house. We talked, prayed, and resolved to 
follow the example of Daniel and his 
companions by standing fIrm. 

Patrick also became friends with 
another student, Ndawula Semei. Ndawula 
attempted to dissuade his new friend from 
his course of action regarding the Sabbath, 
but failed. Because Patrick continued to 
disregard the letter he had been sent, he 
was dismissed from the institute only two 
weeks after the term had begun. 

Shortly after Patrick's dismissal, 
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Samuel was called before the director and 
other administrators. After being ques­
tioned, Samuel testified that working on a 
Saturday would be like going to a work­
shop with neither overalls or a pair of 
shoes on: simply unthinkable. The director 
sent him out with the instructions to 
consider his decision very carefully. After 
Samuel left the room, I was summoned by 
the director, who asked me what I advised 
him to do about Samuel-"another young 
man who shares your faith." 

''The Sabbath was established by 
God," I stated. "It is our responsibility to 
observe it, sir." 

"You haven't helped me at all," the 
director said, and he dismissed me. 

In a final attempt to resolve the 
problem, Samuel was called back to the 
director's office, where he was asked what 
he had decided. Again Samuel declared 
that it was impossible for him to attend 
Saturday classes. Hoping to bring some 
familial influence to bear on Samuel, the 
director asked him to whom he was closely 
related. Samuel mentioned Stephen 
Kakidi, a church member and an employee 
of the Uganda Electricity Board. The 
director telephoned him, hoping that his 
relative would persuade the stubborn 
student. Stephen told the principal that he 
himself did not appear for work on the 
Sabbath because it was the Lord's day. 
The exasperated director hung up the 
phone and expelled Samuel. 

The expulsion of Patrick and Samuel 
created quite a stir among the institute 
faculty. They calculated that "the arch­
bishop," that is I, would be the next one to 
go. However, God's plans did not include 
my dismissal. In an unexpected develop­
ment, a new government speedily replaced 
the former oppressive regime. The 
workweek assumed its previous Monday­
Friday configuration and, happily, the ban 
on religious organizations was lifted. 

The principal approached me shortly 
thereafter and observed, "Someone told me 

that you people knew how to pray, but I 
didn't know that it included the overthrow­
ing of a government!" He added, "Please 
contact Patrick Basalirwa and Samuel 
Gamutambuli and tell them to return to the 
institute." You can be sure that I happily 
did so! 

I learned that Patrick and Samuel were 
working at the Buwenge Seventh-day 
Adventist Primary School, and they were 
overjoyed to return to school. Patrick 
completed his electrical installation 
program and joined the Bugema Adventist 
College staff. Samuel worked in the 
industrial sector in Jinja upon completing 
his advanced craft courses. 

When Patrick returned to the technical 
college to continue his studies, he was 
again confronted by the specter of Sabbath 
examinations, but again was victorious 
with God's help and the support of the 
members of the Nampanga Seventh-day 
Adventist church who fasted and prayed 
during his trying times. I am happy to say 
that Ndawula, the schoolmate who had 
tried to convince Patrick to disregard the 
Sabbath, became convinced of the need to 
obey God in everything and was baptized 
during an evangelistic crusade in 1989. 

Looking back, we see God as our 
sovereign Lord, for He knows no failure. It 
is really an honor to be on His side and to 
experience the true joy of putting Christ 
first in school, in wo~ and in everything. 0 

John J. Washagi Masolo is a lecturer and an 
examination secretary at Uganda Technical College 
in Elgon, Uganda. He also serves as regional 
coordirultor o/the Seventh-day AdvenJist Welfare 
Association (SEDAWA) in the Eastem Uganda 
Field. 
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~
ders interested in establishing 

correspondence with Adventist 
ollege and university students or 

professionals in other parts of the world. 

Atolasbe Ablodun 0.: 29; male; 
single; completed a degree in Electrical 
Engineering; interests: camping. making new 
friends, travel, faith sharing, classical and 
religious music, inventions; correspondence in 
English. Address: Rivers Conference Box 111; 
Port HarcolU1, Rivers State; NIGERIA. 

Kathy Alarcon D.: 24; female; single; 
teacher of Biology and Chemistry in an 
Adventist secondary school; interests: bicycling, 
handball, collecting stamps and postcards; 
correspondence in English, Portuguese, or 
Spanish. Address: Raymondi 342; Pucallpa; 
PERU. 

Llllbeth Echavez: 20; female; single; 
studying toward a degree in Elementary 
Education; hobbies: typing, collecting coins, 
traveling, watching video tapes; correspondence 
in English or Filipino. Address: Mountain View 
College; 8700 Malaybalay, Bukidnon; PHILIP­
PINES. 

Juan Tenorio Ensenyat: 27; male; 
completed law degree, planning to study 
Theology; interests: volleyball, indoor football, 
classical music, organizing cultural events; 
correspondence in Spanish. Address: C. Juan 
Carlos I, 103; 07150 Andraitx, Mallorca; 
SPAIN. 

.10 Lorraine Fisher: 23; female; single; 
secretary in the South England Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists; hobbies: reading, 
writing, poetry, drama, music, badminton. 
working with youth; correspondence in English. 
Address: 10 Sheepcot Drive; Garston, Watford, 
Herts.; WDI IPY ENGLAND. 

.lorge Alberto Gomez: 17; male; 
single; completing high school; interests: 
swimming, reading, video. volley-ball. basket­
ball, church activities; correspondence in 
Spanish. Address: Calle 16 de Agosto No. 22; 
Caiiafistol, Ban!; DOMINICAN REPUBUC. 

Christine Goulet: 24; female; single; 
completed a master's degree in Audiology; 
hobbies: ooking and writing, enjoys sports and 
outdoor activities, likes horses and dogs; 
correspondence in English. Address: 1024 
Leycester Dr.; Baton Rouge, LA 70808; U.S.A. 

Edson C. S • .lUnlor: 20; male; single; 
studying toward a degree in Business Adminis­
tration; interests: singing, journalism, sports, 
travel. history, theology; correspondence in 
English. Portuguese. or Spanish. Address: Caixa 
Postal 255; CEP 35100 Governador Valadares. 
M.G.; BRAZIL. 

Elijah Dannls Kewah: 17; male; a 
junior in high school; hobbies: football, bicycle 
riding, stamp collecting; correspondence in 
English. Address: P.O. Box 26; Soronuasi -
Kiniampo; GHANA. 

Maran Athar Lazaro: 19; female; 
single; studying toward a degree in Secretarial 
Science at Tanzania Adventist Seminary and 
College; interests: listening to religious music, 
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sports. singing. playing the guitar, reading the 
Bible; correspondence in English. Address: 
T.A.S.C.; P.O. Box 7. Usa River; Arusha; 
TANZANIA. 

Galilee Boyles Mahlnay: 19; female; 
single; studying at the University of Cebu 
toward a B.S. in Commerce with a major in 
Accounting; hobbies: reading, writing. cooking, 
travel; correspondence in English. Address: 
3733 Bulacao, Talisay; Cebu City; PIflLIP­
PINES. 

Mensah K. Marcus Mawunyaga: 
19; male; single; G.C.E. Advanced level, 
Business course; hobbies: music, football, lawn 
tennis. swimming. exchange of ideas and 
photographs; correspondence in English. 
Address: Labone Secondary School; P.O. Box 
079; Usu, Accra; GHANA. 

Hector W. Mestre: male; interested in 
making new friends through correspondence on 
Christian experiences and missionary work in 
other parts of the world; correspondence in 
Spanish. Address: Donato Marmo) 74; Glbara, 
Holguin; CUBA 82100. 

loana Mocanu; 24; female; single; 
studying toward a degree in Nursing; interests: 
making friends, travel, poems and literature; 
correspondence in English, French, or Roma­
nian. Address: Str. Margeanului Nr. 14, BI. 
M50; Op. 8. Sc. 1, Sector 5; 76463 Bucuresti; 
ROMANIA. 

Laura Grisel Monterroso: 19; 
female; single; studying toward a degree in 
Business Administration; interests: exchanging 
postcards, making new friends, camping, sharing 
faith. learning new languages; correspondence in 
Spanish, English. or Italian. Address: C6rdoba 
445; C.P. 1653 Villa Ballester, Prov. Buenos 
Aires; ARGENTINA. 

Roselyna K. Obuya: 23; female; 
single; of Kenyan nationality; completing a 
baccalaureate degree in India; interests: arts, 
flowers, photography, watching sports; 
correspondence in English. Address: M-87 
Nandanagar; 452008 Indore; INDIA. 

Judy Lou V. Qulzon: 18; female; 
single; studying toward a B.S. in Biology; 
hobbies: skating. biking, gymnastics, singing, 
playing the piano; correspondence in English or 
Filipino. Address: Mountain View College; 
8700 Malaybalay, Bukidnon; PHIUPPINES. 

Marlow .lane Qulzon: 20; female; 
single; studying toward a degree in Elementary 
Education; hobbies: making new friends, 
singing, reading, cooking, playing the piano, 
gardening, collecting stamps and flowers; 
correspondence in English or Filipino. Address: 
Mountain View College; 8700 Malaybalay. 
Bukidnon; PmuPPINES. 

.losa Romero Velazco: 36; male; 
married; completed advanced degree in English 
language; hobbies: cycling. classical music, 
fllms, sharing faith; correspondence in English 
or Spanish. Address: C. Frederic Mistral. No.6, 
10. Derecha; 07006 Pahna de Mallorca; SPAIN. 

Ellonay Sanchez Resendiz: 23; 
male; single; completed degree in Theology at 
Universidad de Montemorelos; serving as 
missionary in Sierra Tarahumara, Chihuahua; 

interests: making new friends, stamp collecting. 
music, basketball. camping, poetry; correspon­
dence in Spanish. Address: Calle Maclovio 
Herrera No. 105; Col. Centro; Guacbochi. 
Chihuahua; MEXICO. 

Isabel sanchez Rodenaa: 22; 
female; single; studying Medicine at the 
University of Zaragoza; interests: making new 
friends, travel, camping; correspondence in 
Spanish or English. Address: C. Camilo Jose 
Cela, No.6; 07014 Palma de Mallorca; SPAIN. 

Shant. Soewarso: female; studying 
toward a degree in Nursing at the Academy in 
Cikinis Hospital; interests: reading. helping 
people; correspondence in English. Address: 11. 
Renuyung H 60/27; KPAD Cibubur; Jakarta, 
Timur; 13720 INDONESIA. 

Yuwak Tau: 21; male; single; studying 
toward a degree in Commerce and Management; 
hobbies: playing rugby-touch, story telling, 
travel; correspondence in English. Address: 
Stevens Hall RI251, Lincoln University; P. Box 
133; Canterbury; NEW ZEALAND. 

Lisa Tooby: 28; female; single; 
registered nurse and senior medical student; 
interests: bushwalking. reading, art, travel, Bible 
study; correspondence in English or French. 
Address: 46 Wimbledon Grove; Kotara, N.S.A. 
2289; AUSTRAUA. 

Cely Trlndade: 28; female; teacher, 
with a degree in Educational Psychology; 
interests: making new friends; exchanging music 
scores for vocal groups or piano; correspondence 
in Portuguese. Address: Rua Padre Bento 261 -
Jardim Carolina, Caiuby; CEP 08580-320 
ltaquaquecetuba, Sao Paulo; BRAZIL. 

Verlyn Roy Villasor: 18; male; single; 
studying Theology; hobbies: making new 
friends, playing the saxophone and piano. oil 
painting, nature walks, missionary work; 
correspondence in English or Filipino. Address: 
Mountain View College; 8700 Malaybalay, 
Bukidnon; PJDUPPINES. 

Moses Kihingu Wamal: 17; male; 
studying toward the "0" level in high school; 
hobbies: hiking, foreign languages (especially 
French), electronics, gospel music, faith sharing; 
correspondence in English, French. or Kiswahili. 
Address: Menengai High School; P.O. Box 37; 
Nakuru; KENYA. 

Nlda Yubal: 25; female; single; in 
government serVice, with a B.S. in Education; 
hobbies: reading, cooking, dressmaking; 
correspondence in English. Address: 
Calumpang. Naval 6543; Province of Biliran; 
PHILIPPINES. 

If you wish to be listed here, send us your 
name and postal address, indicQ/ing your age, 
sex, marital status, field of studies or profes­
sional degree, hobbies or interests, and 
language(s) in which you would lilre to corre­
spond. Address your letter to: Dialogue 
Interchange: 12501 Old Columbia Pike,' Silver 
Spring, MD 20904-6600; U.S.A Please write 
clearly. The journal cannot assume responsibil­
ity for the accuracy of the information submitted 
nor for the content of the correspondence tluzt 
ensues. 
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COME TO 

NEWBOLD COLLEGE, ENGLAND 
AND BE A WINNER! 

• Gain a quality education 
• Enjoy a unique cultural 

expenence 
• Make friends with people 

from over 50 nations 

• Grow spiritually 
• Prepare for your chosen career 
• Travel with friends 
• Study English as a Foreign 

Language 

TRANSFER YOUR CREDITS 
For information about undergraduate courses in En gli sh, Hi story, Re li g ion , Biblical and Pastoral 
Studies , Bu siness (Accounting & Management) , postgraduate courses in Education , Religion , 
Pastoral Ministry, and Engli sh as a Fore ign Language courses, write to: 

The Admissions Office, Newbold College, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 SAN, ENGLAND 
Telephone: UK: 034454607 International: +4434454607 
Fax: UK: 0344 861692 International: +44344861692 


