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Why You Should not Turn to
Religion
Ron Pickell
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itting in my office, I was
engaged in a casual conversation with a friend when Chris
entered, introduced himself, and
asked very matter of factly if I
thought he should turn to religion.
I had never really been asked this
question before, at least not exactly the way he had just put it. I really had to think about it, because
I'm not sure that anyone should
turn to religion per se, even
though my hope is that all will
come to receive Jesus as their
Saviour.
Chris's question did have a context. He had grown up in a quasiChristian home, with a mother
who occasionally took him to a
Methodist church, and a father
who was very much a skeptic.
Educationally, he had a strong
science background. He had become a confirmed skeptic. Two
years earlier he had been involved
in a tragic motorcycle accident
that extensively damaged his
brain. Quickness of thought,
speech, and body movement were
the areas most affected. By now he
had recovered about as fully as he
could expect to neurologically and
linguistically, and was back in
school trying to fmish his engineering degree. He had been a
senior at the time of the crash, but
his classwork was now moving at a
much slower pace.
Chris had two reasons for seeking me out. The first one related to
the accident. He had never really
had any kind of strong faith in
God before it occured. From his
perspective religion was a sociological phenomenon originating
from humanity's need to explain
its own existence. Religion held no
real answers for the origin of life
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or its future. He simply could not
acknowledge any rational correlation between science and religion.
But since the accident, his values
and perspectives on life had been
challenged. Considering the seriousness of his accident, Chris
was debating in his own mind and
with friends why he was alive.
Since he was alive, why had the accident occurred at all? In other
words, if there was a God who allowed him to live - indeed saved
his life - then why had He not
prevented the whole affair? In his
discussions with a friend he was
told that these were questions of a
religious nature. The friend encouraged him to turn to religion
for the answer. Thus Chris's
straightforward question.
The second reason involved me
as a chaplain. Chris had become a
vegetarian because of the animalrights issue. He had learned that
many Seventh-day Adventists are
vegetarians. Since this was an issue
that was very close to his heart, he
determined to talk to someone
with similar convictions.
Should Chris turn to religion?
Should anyone turn to religion?
And what about all the millions of
religious devotees who are already
immersed in the religious scene?
If religion is just the crutch that
many interpret it to be, if it is little
more than a sucker for those who
need encouragement to be good,
or a big stick for those who are
prone to be bad, then we have to
ask the question with which Chris
confronted me: Why should anyone concern himself with religion?
Chris and I spent numerous sessions together since that first
meeting in my office. Yet even as I
write this article I recognize that I
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have really not answered his question. We have looked at the proofs
of God's existence. We have discussed the question of miracles,
the correlation between faith and
reason, and the problem of suffering. However, I have to admit that
I really have not given him a good
reason to llturn to religion."
As I have already implied, I am
not sure that recommending
generic religion is the right approach. We must not think that
any old religion will do; that it
doesn't matter what a person
believes as long as he or she is a
believing person. This would be
circular reasoning. We might as
well believe in belief. To even
admit that we believe implies a
belief in something - an idea, a
philosophy, an object, or a being.
Of course religion has also been to
blame for many wars and the
cause of much suffering in our
world. There is such a thing as bad
religion.
But getting back to the real
question, I wonder if human
beings can even escape religion
since so many questions of our existence are religious ones. The
meaning of being human and our
relationship to one another, to the
other living creatures with which
we share space on this planet, to
the world in which we live and the
entire cosmos - all these are addressed in religion. So much of
our energy has been invested
throughout the disciplines of
science, the arts, philosophy, and
technology to understand these
basic
questions.
What
is
humanity? Where did it come
from? What is its future? Yet
religion is the only discipline that
answers these questions with

meaning. Religion helps us determine our purpose. It reminds us
that human beings were created
for greatness.
Unfortunately, we can't choose
the questions that confront us, but
I think a better question to ask
would be, "Why should I turn to
the Bible?" I say this because the
Bible gives us something to believe
in. We are not asked to believe in
belief. That is why I directed Chris
to the Bible. The Bible tells us
who we are- creatures made in
the image of God with an eternal
purpose. Creatures who also
rebelled from God and are thus
imprisoned in a state of insecurity,
guilt, and shame. We are beings
who try to fake it by self-mastery
and over-achievement.
The Bible also reminds us of our
destiny. It announces the end of
our hopeless despair and the
reality of a whole new existence in
Jesus Christ. Here the Testaments
are brought together as God's goal
for humanity is made possible
through His Son. Jesus Christ is
the end of the old age of darkness,
misery, and sin. He also marks the
beginning of the new reality of life
and wholeness with the dawn of
the kingdom of God.
Human beings need religion because by nature we are religious
creatures who ask religious questions and need religious answers.
However, we need the Bible because we need desperately to hear
and understand the gospel of
Jesus Christ. Here we learn not so
much about what human beings
should do as about what God has
already done. The Bible records
that before the world and humanity were ever formed, God
had already planned for its salvation through His Son. In Christ
God has predestined human beings to freedom, joy, and complete
security.
The more we study the gospel of
Jesus Christ the more we realize
that God has answered our
deepest questions before we ever
voiced them. I have to admit that I
have often felt intimidated by the
many questions that I feel incom-

petent to answer. Yet, I have to
say that working with people like
Chris and with countless others
has taught me that most of us
question the existence of God and
the need for religion from a much
more practical level. Now when I
hear individuals debate creation
versus evolution I know that the
real questions many are asking are
very basic: "Is there a Creator
God? Can He still make things
new?" It doesn't matter too much
if God can make a world if He
can't make me into a new person.
And again when students doubt
the reality of Christ's physical
resurrection from the dead, the
real proof they want is more than
historical, more than facts that can
be gleaned from a book, whether
the book is the Bible or Josephus.
No, the real test of Christ's resurrection is met when we experience
His resurrection in our own lives.
To believe that He lives is as much
an existential conviction as a a historical one.
This then is why human beings
need to turn not to religion in
general but to Jesus Christ. The
world needs to know that Jesus
did something that has altered our
history. He has changed our existence for today, not just for the future. He proclaimed that the
kingdom of God had come. Jesus
provides a way to transcend our
present despair as lost creatures
on this planet. He also has
promised a future escape at His
glorious return.
Christianity is not just pie in the
sky by and by - it is a present
reality. Heaven and hell are too
far off in the future for most of us.
In thinking this way we are in
danger of misunderstanding the
teachings of the New Testamentand the whole Bible, for that matter. Jesus taught that the world
was already a place of torment
and pain. His healing ministry and
His death on the cross were a rescue operation from a hell that individuals were already experiencing. His salvation was a present
blessing that broke into the here
and now of this old world system
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of death and despair. This is how
Galatians 1:4 has to be understood, where the Apostle Paul
reminds us that "Jesus gave himself for our sins to deliver us from
this present evil age."
This of course does not deny a
future judgment or blessing that
depends on our own decision for
or against Jesus. There is still
more to come. But the real good
news in the message of Christ is
the recognition that His salvation
for us begins now. The powers of
sin, condemnation, and death that
have ruled in this world have already been defeated. Jesus' own
resurrection is the assurance that
the Prince of this world has been
cast out.
The breaking in of God's
kingdom by Jesus Christ, and all
Christ accomplished through His
suffering and death make a difference in the here and now, not
just for the future. In Jesus Christ
the future is the present, for the
kingdom has already begun. This
implies a difference in the way we
live our lives, in the kind of careers
we choose. It determines the kind
of person we will marry and how
we raise our children. It affects
every aspect of our existence. It influences the way we spend our
money, our time, and the kind of
values we live by. As citizens of
His kingdom we are members of a
whole new economy. Our ethics
will be the ethics of the kingdom
as recorded in the Sermon on the
Mount, and our highest ideal will
be to love one another as He loved
us.
I had a student tell me one time
that he would probably not even
concern himself with religion at all
if he didn't have to face a coming
judgment. Unfortunately, I don't
think he is alone. Often I hear
people express the same attitudes.
But what is more depressing is to
live our lives in fear of the future
as though our belief in Jesus has
no immediate bearing on our dayto-day existence. Salvation is more
than an insurance policy for the
Please turn to page 30
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call from the field" relates to glob al strategy and who
is making decisions on global strat egy. T ilis seri es of
books should be widely promoted; it provides
sti mulating, necessary, qu ality material on mjssions.
Kay Clayton (A1A., University oJ Texas at Arlington) has
served as missionary in the Philippines, laught cross-cII/wral

communication and sociology, and preselll/Y works as a
m edical sacin[ worker in ForI War/Ii, Texns.

W ine in the B ibl e:
A B iblica l Study on
the Use of Alcoholic
Beverages, by Samuele Bacchiocchi
(Berr ien
Springs, M ichiga n: Biblical
P erspectives,
1989; 307 pp., $12.95
paper back).
Reviewed by Roy
Gane.
Dr. Bacchiocchi o f
A nd rews
Un iversity,
bes t known for his research o n th e doctr ine of the Sabbath, challe nges the
co mmon ly accep ted view that a moderate use of alco holi c beve rages is condoned by th e Bible. T he Old
T estame nt, the sayings and example of Jesus, a nd th e
teachings and practice of th e apostolic ch urch all
point clea rly in th e di rection of total abstine nce from
int oxicants. E llen White's position agrees with the
biblical evidence.
It is o fte n ass um ed that th e Greek and H ebrew
word s tr a nslated "wine" necessaril y d enot e an intoxicating beverage. Bacchiocchi dc monstr atcs con-
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futur e with premiu ms \ve must pay
now a nd a policy that can be
red ee med only at d eath.
What I really want to say to
C hris is that in loo ki ng into
religio n he is headed in the right
d irecti on, but his real discovery
wi ll not begin un til he realizes that
God has already tu rned to hiJll ill
Jes us C hrist. My desire for him
and all of us is th at we know that
and expe rience it in the very
de pths of our being. I pray that we
all see tha t in reality it is God who
has bee n searching for us. In Jesus
C hr ist God 's search is over. We
have bee n fo und by His beloved
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vin eingly that these words refer to th e j nice of the
grape, whe the r fe rm e nted o r unfermented. Where
"wine" is viewed positively in the Bible, the co ntext indicates that the beverage is unfe rme nted. Fermented
wine, on the othe r hand, is spoken o f negatively.
Another misconception is that the ancients could
not prese rve un fer mented grape juice. Ancient sources reveal not only success, but also considerable
sophistication in th e technol ogy of juice preservation.
Informa ti on regarding the processing of grape
products is of significant value in th e analysis of so me
stories and sayings of Jesus in which "wine ll appears.
Bacehiocchi's textual inte rpreta tion is of unassailab le integrity, demonstrating a solid grasp of wo rd
usage, g rammar, language slructure, co ntext, limitati ons of evide nce, and the role of secondary sources.
Conclusions with regard to some passages, such as
De uteronomy 14:26, L uke 5:37-39 and Acts 2:13, are
fresh and startli ng.
No t content with producing a theoretical discussion
for a scholarly audience, the auth or states his case in
plain lang uage. H e emphasizes the immediate mo ral
and social releva nce of his study to the modern altitu des abo ut alco hol. Several items contribute to the
popula r readab ilit y of the b ook: A brief preview of
the book's conte nt, bold-type subject headings, full ness of expression (a t times to the point of redunda ncy) an d recapitulation of important ideas. The book
should be read by everyone concerned a bout intoxicants and intereste d in the scriptural teaching on
the subject.
Roy Galle (MA., Ulliversity of California, Berkehy) is
finishing a PhD. in biblical Hebrew language and litemllJre
Gnd leaching fl course ill biblical Hebrew texts at the University of California, Berkeley.

God's mission to this earth
was successful. H e accomplished
what he set out to do. III J es us
C hrist we are the recip ie nts o f
God's g race now while we await all
th at wi ll be ours in the fu ture.
W ha t a wonde rful way to live eac h
d ay - and what a glorious hope for
tomorrow!
SO ll.
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