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planning, and surveyin g; his
research interest inVOlves
transportation safe ty and traffic acc i ~
dent prevention.
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corge Agoki is a senior lecturer

in engineering at the University
of Nairobi, Kenya, where he has been
tC(lching since 1976. H is areas of
specialization arc civil engineering,

W

hy did you choose engineer-

ing as a career?

I've been always interested in

how things wo rk, in how we are
able to create, design, and
manipulate things such as motors,
machines, roads, and buildings.
This interest was fostered by my
Adventist teachers. As a youngster, I was fascinated by the way
they used machinery and equipment on the farm and in the laboratory and workshop. They, in
turn, encouraged us to take apart
and to reassemble all kinds of
motors and electrical equipment.
In fact, most of what I've accomp lished in my professional field I
owe to Adventist education.
Are there other prominent Adventists in Kenya who have also
been educated in our schools?
Certainly. Although our church
docs not offer the full high school
program required for university
admission, Adventist elementary
and lower secondary schools have
provided solid training. With that
background, many of us have pursued adva nced st udies and now
are invo lved in diverse prores18

Born in 1950 to a Sev cnth ~day Ad~
vcntist pas tor and teacher, Agoki is
one of nine children. He spent his
childhood and yout h on denom ina~
tionaI school ca mpuses in U ganda and
Kenya; then proceeded to earn a
B'Jchelor of Science in Engineering, a
Master's degree in Urban and
Regiona l Planning. and a Ph.D. in civil
engineerin g from the University of
NairObi.
His wife, Elizabeth, is a nurse and
midwife, specializing in intensive ca re.
Currently, she is involved in resea rch
at the University of Nairobi, focusin g

Let me mention just a few.
Lazarus Amayo is the ass istant
minister for educa tion in Kenya.
Mary Angawa serves as senior
sions.

magistrate in Nairobi. E lkana
Bosire is a justice of the high court
in Mombasa. Winston Osongo
teaches engineering at the University of Nairobi. Maragia Omwega
currently works with the Kenya
Medical Research Institute. The
director of the Kenyatta National
Hospital is Dr. Naphtali Agata.
All are products of Adventist
education and all are involved in
our church as lay leaders.
How is the Adve ntist Ch urch
perceived by the people of Kenya?
There is a general awareness

that our church is growing. Our
current membership stands at
300,000 in a country of 25 million - that is, one Adventist for
every 85 inhabitants. Several of
our activities and services are well-

known. Many people are acquai nted with our Five-day Plan to
Stop Smoking, our Dorcas Society,
Lhe newly established Unive rsity of
Eastern Afri ca, and the Lorna
Linda University Heart Team. InDIALOGUE 3 - 1990

on sexually transmitt ed diseases. The
Agokis have two daugh ters and two
sons.
Dr. Agoki served for several years
as assoc iate director of co mmuni ca ~
tion for th e Seventh~d ay Adventist
Church in Kenya, concentrating on
radio and tclcvision. I-Ie is currently a
chu rch elder and the faculty sponsor
for the association of Adventist stu~
dents at the U niversilY of Nairobi.
Dynamic, articu late, and out gOing,

George Agoki belongs 10 a growing
group of Kenyan Adventist professionals who arc makin g a significant
contribution to the development of
their home land and to the progress of

their church.
creasingly, Seventh-day Adventists
in Ke nya are being seen as a

spe~

cial group of people who enhance
the enjoyment and meaning of life.
From your perspective, what

are the major challenges that Adventists face In Kenya'!
They are similar to those fa ced
by Kenyans at large-education,
health, and economic development. As a parent, I' m particularly
concerned about the lack of adequa te facilities to properly educate our you th in view of the negative innuences that have an impact
o n them - broken homes, materia-

lism, drugs. O ur church is making
a di fference through our scbools.
In the area of health, our Kendu
Hospital and several dispensaries
provide help. But these institutions are few, not well-distributed
in our territo ry and, due to limi ted
resources, are not being expanded

and upgraded. I would like to sec
our educational and health-related
institut ions serving a larger sector
o f our population, contributing to

the development of our society
through yo ung men and women
skilled for self-employment and

employment and conscious about
their health.
How are you involved in the life
of your congregation?
As a church elder, I assist the
pastor in preaching, outreach,
counseling, and helping solve
some of the routine challenges
faced by an Adventist congregation. I also serve as director of the
Pathfroder Club.
Please, tell us about your
professional life.
One of my sisters lost her right
leg as a result of a car accident.
This led me to study the causes of
road accidents and the interaction
of various factors involved in
them. When an accident takes
place, who is to blame - the engineer that designed the road, the
maintenance crew, the vehicle, the
driver, or what? For years I have
been refming a theoretical
framework that can be used to
design safer road systems.
Do you find any connection between your Christian faith and
your research?
Yes, at a basic conceptual level.
As we investigate the behavior of
individuals involved in road accidents, we seek to understand the
psychological and psychopathological factors affecting system
design and safety. In such a study I
see many evidences of a wise God
who created us with talents and
with the power of choice. He is the
designer and originator of the laws
and interrelationships that I study.
I'm also aware of our fallenness
and our limitations. This dual
perspective colors all my work and
research. I realize that beyond the
human and material factors relating to road design and safety there
are overriding eternal issues at
work. My belief in God and my
understanding of the great controversy between good and evil
provides me with a comprehensive
framework in which I can carry
out my studies.
Can you share your Christian
convictions at work?
Yes. Engineering is a precise
applied science. We make
measurements and look for ac-

curacy. This relates to exactness
and truth. But human beings cannot achieve exact accuracy and instead must rely on theories of
probability. As I discuss these issues with my students and colleagues in any of the basic or applied sciences, we come naturally
to matters of absolute truth, which
can be grasped only from the
perspective of a perfect God.
How do you see your role as
sponsor of Adventist students attending the University of Nairobi.
Of the 7,000 students enrolled in
the various colleges of our university, approximately 200 are
Seventh-day Adventists. They represent about one-fourth of the
number of Adventists who pursue
advanced studies in public universities in Kenya. Our church has
appointed a chaplain and an assistant to coordinate the church's
ministry on their behalf in our
country. In addition, there are
hundreds of other Adventist students from Kenya who attend
universities abroad, in India,
Europe, and North America.
At the University of Nairobi,
part of our challenge is to locate
and attract to our fellowship all
the new students who have an Adventist background. Many go
through a crisis as they move away
from their homes or from our
boarding academies and frod
themselves with a lot of unstructured time in their hands. We
know that it is to their advantage
to remain in contact with their Adventist peers. Through the student
association we seek to provide
them encouragement, counseling,
and spiritual support.
What counsel would you give to
Adventists planning to attend
public universities?
It would be ideal if all could
take some type of preuniversity
course, to review in depth the fundamental beliefs of our church. It
is so important that they know
what they believe and why, instead
of accepting our doctrines blindly.
They must see that these convictions are relevant to the academic
setting they are about to enter.
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Once they understand the rationale behind our beliefs and realize
the benefits of applying them to
daily living, they are ready to relate intelligently to life in a secular
university community. Then, as
they begin their studies, they
should make a personal pledge to
maintain a daily relationship with
God, to nurture a living faith.
These two key steps will help them
to remain faithful and to grow in
their Christian experience as they
relate to new modes of thinking.
Do you have any other advice?
The pressures of the secular environment and the desire to experiment with new life-styles are
forces that have an impact on Adventist university students. Since·
they are pretty much on their own,
they must learn to make principled decisions affecting their
time, their bodies, and their
resources. They need to be aware
of the disastrous results of certain
types of behavior. They also need
to keep clearly in view the goals
that brought them to the university. If they learn to organize their
time and to apply themselves, their
chances of success are excellent.
In addition, the Sabbath will
provide them with a welcome
break that relieves pressure and
creates a context for spiritual
growth and service to others.
In what ways can the church
support our university students?
They need help in their social
and intellectual life. Adventist
families and the local congregation can sponsor recreational activities for Adventist students.
They also need relevant reading
material and assistance in obtaining qualified speakers for their rallies and retreats. The local congregation must frod ways of involving them in the life of the church.
If we provide intelligent support
to our university students, they will
become
successful
Christian
professionals who will serve as
agents for positive change in
society and as leaders in fulfilling
the mission of our church.
Humberto M. Rasl
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