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Claritza de Jimenez
Dialogue With a Chemistry Professor in the Dominican Republic
Santo Dom ingo, in th e Dom inican
Re public- th e oldest univcrsit y in the
New World , founded in 1538.
C larit za was born in San Juan de
la Ma guana , in the inte rior of th e
co untry. After compl e tin g her secondary studi es and the pre-uni versity
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r. Claritza Heya imc de Jimen ez
coordinates the teaching of orga ni c che mi stry at the University of
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lease tell us about your childhood.

My parents divorced when I was
just two-and -a- half years o ld. My
mother assumed th e re sponsibility of
ra ising my o lder brother and me.
Three or four years later, she remarri ed. He r new hu sband was a very
kind man who became a real father
for us. Both gave us a happy home,
where we were surrounded by love .

How did you come in contact
with the Seventh-day Adventist
Ch urch?
My mother was Catholic, but she
had many question s about religion.
When I bega n hi g h sc hool , she started
vis iting other ch urches trying to find
an swers and sp iritual peace of mind.
She c nj oyed he r ex peri e nce at the
Adven ti st Church and , after checkin g
the c hurch's teachings against the
B ible, decided that Ad venti sts taught
the truth. A ltho ug h s he joined the
c hurc h, s he nev e r press ured my
brolher or me to do the same. We did ,
however, study the Bible together.
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co urse, she entered the University of
Santo Domingo, where she received
he r Ph.D. in Che mi stry in 1968. That
sam e year she won lhecompclition to
leac h at the uni ve rsity and was late r
appoin ted labora tory director and
chairperson of the chemi stry department. Afterwards, she pursued postdoctoral studies at the Uni versity of
Mex ico.

In 1967, Claritza married Juan

My conversio n took place very
simply, when I was 15 years old. One
mornin g I was sitt ing in my high
sc hool c lass room and began lO think
dee pl y. I fclt attracted to wo rdly
thin gs, but at the sam e time, I se nsed
that God wa s c allin g me. " Why
s hould I risk m y salva ti on," I thought
to m yse lf, " if I know what I need to
do ?" Ri ght then and th ere I dec ided
to commi t my life to God and to join
the Adventist C hurch.
What did you do next?
As soo n as I was bapti zed, I laid
plans to att end the Dominican Adventi st Academy. I did, but I had to
work all throu gh my schoo l years,
because my parent s cou ld not pay
for my studies . It was a tou gh ex perie nce, but it strengthened me to face
life with courage.
What led you to become a sci-

ence teacher at the university?
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Rafael Jimene z, a businessman. FOllr
children have enri ched thei r hom e:
Roxana (23) ha s comple ted her degree in dent is try; Elka (2 1) w ill soon
finish her pro g ram in e le mentary
education; Luis (2 1) is study ing civ il
eng ineering; and Hilcias ( 19) plans to
become an aeronaut ical mec hani c.
Besides her profess ional res ponsibilities, Dr. Jim enez is active ly involved in the life of the Scve nth -day
Adventist Church. " I love working
for the church," she say s, "and I have
work ed in prac tica ll y all the departments-yo uth, Sabbath School, hom e
and family, la y acti vities .... Thcre is
so mllch good Adventi sts ca n do if
we work togethe r! "

My mothe r had been a teacher
sin ce her youth. Whe n we were st ill
small , she took us with he r to the rural
sc hoo l w he re she taug ht , so m y
brother and I grew up playing w ith
c hal k and erasers.
W hil e I was in hi gh school , I really
enjoye d the sciences and mathe matics. First, I tho ug ht of stud yi ng c ivil
e ngineering, but m y moth er e ncouraged me to get a degree in chemi stry
or pharmacology, wh ich she thought
more appropriate for a young woman.
In Latin America the number of
women scientists is still small. How
do you feel being a woman in that
field?
It 's tru e that there are more men
than women in the sc ie nces, but the
proportion is chang ing. As for myself, when I was s till in sc hool I fe lt
the support of my fe llow women
class mates and of m y professors, espec iall y my thes is advisor. Under his
direct ion, 1 conducted ex perim ents
o n the nitration of indane-a cyclica l
aromatic compound- and th e res ults
were published in several interna-

tional specialized journals.

Did you encounter any difficulties in your university studies because you were a Seventh-day Adventist?
Not really serious ones. I always
felt that, as a Christian, I should aim
to the highest academic achievements and never hi,de my religious
convictions. My teachers always
treated me with respect and never
scheduled examinations on Saturday.
Only one teacher did it, but in private
told me, "Don't worry, Claritza, you
can take the exam later. n
Whenever the topic of Creation
and evolution came up for discussion,
I tried to share my beliefs with clarity
and tact. On the origin of oil, for
example, with the millions of years
supposedly required to allow for vegetal decomposition, I presented the
biblical perspective. Some laughed,
but at least they heard what I believed. In my written exams, I was
careful to write what the literature
stated, but also explained my point
of view.
Do your Christian convictions
have any bearing on your scientific
activities?
I thoroughly enjoy studying God's
marvelous creation. I am moved
when I think that I can manipulate
the elements that'our Creator brought
into existence and the processes He
established. I deeply admire Someone capable of creating something
out of nothing, when I know how
difficult is to work with the elements
in the laboratory.
What would you say are the factors behind your professional success?
First the fact that I thoroughly
enjoy the sciences and esp~cially
chemistry. Second, I really hke to
explain things, to show and to teach
others. Besides, I get along very well
with my students. At times they ask
me how can I like a subject as difficult as chemistry. It isn't easy for me
to answer, because I feel naturally
attracted to this discipline.

Seventh-day Adventist Church in
the Dominican Republic?
My country has approximately
seven million inhabitants, and among
them, about 80,000 Adventists. This
gives a ratio of one Seve?t?-day
Adventist for every 85 DominIcans.
Many of my countrymen want to
know God and to obey Him. The
Adventist Church in the Dominican
Republic is dynamic and progressive,
with many members who love to do
missionary work.
What impression do Dominicans have regarding our church?
They admire the work we do and
expect the best from us. A few years
ago, when we launched our radio
station in the capital, my colleagues
commented, "It's an Adventist project, so it must be good. n Thes~ ~i~h
expectations place the responsIbih~y
of representing both God and HIS
church on the shoulders of leaders
and laypersons.
Do people from all levels of society feel attracted by the Adventist
message?
Yes, they do. It appeals to simple
folk as well as to professionals. In the
past, people thought that Adventism
was mostly for the lower levels of
society. Not now. We have in our
church a broad spectrum of professionals-physicians, lawyers, engineers, teachers, scientists, business
people, and so on.

What brings you satisfaction as a
professional?
My personal relationship with the
students, because I can help them not
only by teaching them che~istry b~t
also by guiding them in life. This
frequently allows me to speak to them
about God.
How do they react as you deal
with religious issues?
Perhaps because I'm their teacher,
they listen to me. When I discov~r a
religious interest in them, I bnng

magazines and books for them to
read. Some of them ask for an appointment to talk about matters they
deeply care about.

What have been the results of
these conversations?
Several of my students have received Christ and have joined the
Adventist Church. Two of my colleagues at the university have also
become Seventh-day Adventists.
Would you describe a typical
day in your life?
I usually get up at 5 :30 or 6:00 and
devote a few minutes to my personal
devotion and Bible study. Then I go
to the kitchen to have breakfast with
my family. We have a short devotional and I'm off to the university. I
work there until 12:30 or 1:00, when
I come back home for lunch. I return
to the university at around 3:00 and
stay there until 6:00 or6:30. ~y a.ft~r
supper activities vary: famIly VISitS,
Bible studies, church meetmgs, or
rehearsals for a program. Our home
is always full of young people ~rac
ticing, singing, or doing other thmgs.
Afterwards I spend an hour or two
reading. I usually go to bed at midnight, because I really love to read.
Finally, what advice would you
give to Adventist university students?
To be faithful to God in their daily
lives and to trust in Him completely.
It saddens me to see how some students, when faced with a difficulty,
abandon their Christian principles. I
know by experience that if we ask,
God solves our problems. That is
why I would encourage them to remain faithful always and in everything. This will bring them personal
satisfaction, will aIIow them to help
others, and will prepare them for
eternity.
Humberto M. Rasi

Dr. Claritza Jimenez' postal address: Paseo de los Indios No. is; El
Millon, Santo Domingo; Dominican
Republic.
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