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Flavie Jackson
Dialogue With the Director of Cultural
Affairs of the Seychelles
rvlrs. Flavie Jackson carries with her an aura of graciolls self-assurance and dynamic con viction.

Speakin g in flu ent Engli sh, with a slight French accent , she talks rapidly and with enth usiasm
about her homeland, her husband and children, and the vari ous occupations in which she has
engaged. Teacher. literatu re evangelist, executi ve sec retary, hairdresser, archi vist, librarian,

director of cultural affairs, .. Here is a success ful Chri stian woman who has rai sed a family ,
traveled extensively , and has served her homeland with di stinction. She tell s us tJUll throughout
her li fe she has felt God 's guiding hand and , in turn , has sought to serve Him with integrity.
Our dialogue took place in the city of Bangalore, India, while Mrs. Jackson was attending the
An nual Council of the Seventh-day Adventi st Church as the lay representati ve from the AFricaIndian Ocean Di vision .
What ClIli you fell us a bou t Ihe
Seychelles?
They are an arc hipelago o r 92 small
tropical isl::mds located in the Indian
Ocean, appro ximately 1,000 miles (1,600
km) east of the Afri can mainland. The
populati on slands al 70,000, with most o f
lhe Seychellois li ving on Mahe, th e
largest island .
The Seyche ll es were di scovered in
the earl y 1500s by the Portuguese and
claimed by France in 1756. The Briti sh
ruled th e islands between t 8 14 uillil
1976, when OUf country became a
republi c. Our economy is based on
lOurism, fi shing, and agri culture. I'm
proud to be Seyc hellois and to li ve in
one of the loveliest spars 0 11 earth!

•

• Wh at is special about YOll r homeland?
First, th e harmonious mi xture of
races and nationalities-from Africa,
Europe, China, and Indi a- all united by
our Creole language and culture. In
addition, most Seychel\ois also speak
French and Engli sh. Second, the beaut y
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of the enviro nment : the white sands, the
blue-gree n sea . and th e life-giving
tropi ca l sun. Thi rd, some of our unique
products-slIch as the coco de mer, a
double coconut th at can weigh as much
as 50 pounds (24 kgs), giant tortoi ses,
and unusual spec ies of plants and bird s.

• How did you come ill COil/act with the
Seventh -day Adventist Church?
Like IllOs t of the people in th e
Seychellcs, my grandparents we re
Ca th olic. However, just after I was born
my mother became a Seventh-day
Adventi st. I att ended th e only Adventi st
school in the Seychelles and was
baptized whe n I was 13 years o ld in th e
sea, orf th e island or Ce r!'.

• Wh ere did YO Il spend YO ll r YOl/th and
early adulthood?
A fter my parents migrat ed lO Kenya,
I joined them and continued my studi es
in Nairobi . When 1 co mple ted my
schooli ng. I was invited to teach in an
elementary school fo r Moslem gi rl s
lhere. At that tim e I mel Wilfred Jackson, a former British Army officer and
who late r became my husband. Bi ll had
been ra ised in th e Anglican fa ith and I
began to pray th at God will lead him lO

become a Seventh-day Ad ve I1li sl. Slowly
he started to change hi s life-style, to
stud y th e Bible, and to e nj oy alle nding
church mcetings. By th en we had moved
to Tan ganyika (now Tanzan ia), where he
worked 1'0 1' th e prison systcm. What ::l joy
it was to see him j oin our church by
baptism!

• Wh ere did YO II go next?
We moved to Kampa la, Ugnnda.
where my husband se rved for fi ve years
as the director of an agri cultural school
for the blind. In the meantime I began to
work as a literature evangelist, di stributing Ad venti st publicat ions. \Ve were
both very in volved in church activiti es. It
was a very rcwarding experi ence ! By
then a liI' children Slaned going to school.
I decided to develop my ski ll s and
became executive secretary of th e
Uganda Council on Women. Later,
thanks to my abi lity to commun icate
bo th in Eng lish a nd Fre nch , I joined Air
Congo. I had been away fro m my islands
ror more than 20 years and I was
beg inning to feel homesick. So I convi nced Bi ll to move back to the
Seyc helles.

• What did you do when you weill back
fO your home/Gl ut?
In 197 1 Bill began working as an
accountant in Vi ctoria. the capi tal. I was
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invited to serve as chief clerk in the
national archives and eventually became
the director under the last British governor. In 1976, as our country became an
independent republic, I began working at
the Carnegie Public Library. Two years
later I went to England to study the
operation of several major libraries. Upon
my return, we reorganized our national
library and started a mobile library to
make our collections accessible to more
people. Between 1979 and 1987 I was the
chief librarian.
• Tell us about your children.
We value Adventist education and for
their secondary studies both attended our
Stan borough School, located in the
outskirts of London. Our daughter
Georgette is now married to a civil
engineer, and they have two children.
They live in England, where she works as
a secretary with Air Seychelles. Our son
Francois is a pilot for Air Seychelles. He
and his wife have a baby daughter.
• What are your current responsibilities?
Since 1987 I have been serving as
director of the Department of Cultural
Affairs. This involves supervising and
coordinating, for the national government,
the library, archives and museums, the
national heritage, the office of copyrights,
the art associations, and the Conservatory
for Music and Dance.
• Do you find rewarding your
govenzment work?
I consider it an honor to serve my
homeland. In addition, it has allowed me
to expand my knowledge and skills. I
have represented my country in various
ways in many parts of the world: in
Canada, China, Kenya, Russia, and the
United States.
• What can you tell us about the Seventhday Adventist Church in the Seychelles?
Adventist work in the Seychelles
began just a few years before I was born.
The first pastor came from the island of
Mauritius. As a result of his faithful work,
an Adventist congregation was established. Soon afterwards the first little
church in the city of Victoria was built.
Our first believers had to endure ridicule
and harassment-stones thrown on the
church's roof during the meetings and
loud noises to drown the members'
singing during the Sabbath services. In
spite of the opposition, our church has
grown, and we now have three congregaDialogue 5:3-1993

tions on the islands, with a total of 200250 baptized members. Several hold
positions of responsibility in government
and business. At present there is one
Seventh-day Adventist for approximately
every 300 Seychellois.

can share my beliefs with them. Those
who plan the meetings or receptions
know that they can't count with me on
Friday nights or on Saturdays until
sunset. They also respect my principles
regarding food and drink.

• Describe a typical day in your life.
I get up very early in the morning,
usually at 4:30 AM, and my first activity
is to spend some devotional time. I
always ask the Lord to guide and inspire
me during the day. Then I work on
reports or write letters. At around 6:30
my husband and I have breakfast. By
7:30 both of us are at work in our
respective offices. I spend almost the
whole morning in meetings or discussions regarding the coordination of the
various divisions in our ministry. At
noon we might have a business lunch or
meet with one of the cultural groups that
visit our country. In the early afternoon
there may be more meetings or planning
sessions. By 4:00 I take care of the office
paperwork and by 4:30 I'm on my way
home. There I may work in the garden or
attend to other tasks. After supper I
devote time to my church responsibilities: preparing the Sabbath school
program, as superintendent, or writing a
sketch for the youth meeting.

• What does it mean to you to be a
Christian and a Seventh-day Adventist?
To think and feel that I am child of
God and that the Lord has always
something for me to do. To know by
experience that God listens to my
prayers. I was barely four years old when
I fell into a pan of boiling water and was
very badly burned. At the hospital I was
for an entire month on my back, naked,
unable to move. When the nurse tried to
make me walk, I would scream in pain.
One day my mother spent the entire
night with me and we both prayed that
God would allow me to walk again. The
next morning the nurse took me across
the ward to be with another lady who
was very fond of talking with me. As the
nurse went away, the lady asked me to
walk back to my room by myself. I
slowly got down and walked across the
ward! Since that day I have marveled at
God's answers to my prayers.

• Do you have any hobbies?
I used to do needlework and to
embroider very well. In fact, when I was
a school girl in Nairobi I was selected to
embroider a table-runner for Princess
Elizabeth-now Queen Elizabeth-when
she came to Kenya. But now I concentrate on the garden, in which I have
many flower plants that my mother left
me when she died.
• What gives you the most satisfaction
in your professional work?
To have a project well-planned and
successfully carried out.
• Can you share your faith as you fulfill
your current responsibilities?
There isn't a day in which I don't
have the opportunity of witnessing for
my faith. All those who know me are
acquainted with my Adventist convictions and respect them. Through my
work I meet government officials,
ambassadors, and ministers. Frequently I

• How would you summarize your
philosophy of life?
lowe much to my parents, teachers,
and ministers. The values I received
from them I have sought to pass on to
my own children and to the youth of my
church. Two Bible passages have
inspired me through the years: "Don't be
anxious about tomorrow. God will take
care of your tomorrow too. Live one day
at a time" (Matthew 6:34, LB). "Do not
be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the
deliverance the Lord will bring you
today" (Exodus 14:13, NIV). 0

Interview by Humberto M. Rasi
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